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Carbon Cycle in the Soil
Cut out the carbon cycle processes and components below, and arrange them on the 
template on the following page to make a mini soil carbon cycle.
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Photosynthesis

Respiration

Respiration

Decomposition

Decomposition

Processes Components

Carbon dioxide in 
the air

Carbon dioxide in 
the soil

Carbon dioxide  
in dead plants, animals 

and microbes

Carbon in soil, organisms 
and microbes

Carbon in plant 
shoots and roots

Carbon in soil 
organic matter

Carbon in sugars
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